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THE BISHOP’ S LETTER. 


CHENGTU, | 
SZECHWAN, 
WestT CHINA. 
Ist February, 1936. 


My FRIENDS, 
There is so much other interesting material for 


this issue of the ‘‘ Bulletin ’’ that I must restrict 
myself to a few lines of greeting and an expression 
of gratitude for the continued help that you all give 
us in our task in Szechwan. I am particularly 
anxious that Mr. Duddington’s account of the 
Western Synod very recently concluded should find 
a place in the ‘“‘ Bulletin,’ as it describes very 
effectually just what happened and the spirit which 
prevailed. 

Nothing has brought me greater encourage- 
ment since I began work in the Diocese than the 
meetings of the two Synods during the last few 
months. Undoubtedly there is a more real Church 


| 


consciousness than has previously been seen, and a 
greater readiness on the part of the rank and file | 
not only to acknowledge but also to assume 
responsibility for the actual work of the Church, 
that of bringing the Gospel to this huge non- 
Christian community in the midst of which we are 
placed. | 
When last I wrote to you I was in the midst 
of the long journey on the Eastern side of the 
Diocese. I am glad to say that in spite of atrocious 
weather and correspondingly bad roads, all the 
detailed arrangements of that journey were carried 
out in full. In some parts of the district through 
which I had to pass, brigandage was more than 
usually rife, but although robberies with violence 
occurred just before or after I passed certain points, 
I myself was preserved from any untoward happen- 
ing, undoubtedly in answer to the many prayers 
being offered on my behalf. : 

I was particularly struck, amongst many other 
causes for thankfulness, with the work in the 
Siianhan region where, in spite of the absence of | 
paid workers, a vigorous ministry has for years 
been exercised by voluntary evangelists, so that 
there. are coming into being strong Christian com- 
-munities away in the mountains there. Care will 
need to be exercised lest order and discipline should 
be lacking, but I am confident that this will be > 

- given, especially by means of the Training Classes" 
for lay leaders that are to be carried on there as 

well as in other parishes. What I saw throughout | 
the lone tour filled me with well-grounded hope 
that. given stable conditions, the Church will again 
God’s blessing advance. 
| I returned to Chengtu a day or two before 

Christmas, and after a fortnight at home went out 
to Mienchu for the Western Synod, from which 
place I returned three or four days ago. I am 
looking forward to a few weeks in my own home 
and then 1 must move northwards and do what I 


; 
| 
1 
é 
t 
ap | 
5 
s 


3 
can to encourage my colleagues. in the Pingwu | 
area, where conditions have been extraordinarily 


difficult and trying during the last few months. At 


resent Mr. Bazire, with certain colleagues, is in 
pay north of Chongpa, and they are seeking 
to use opportunities that otherwise would be wasted. 
The political situation in general is perhaps a 
little: more uncertain than was.the case when last 


I wrote.. A. big body of Communists is moving > 
steadily in a- north-westerly direction through 


Kweichow from Hunan with the obvious intention 


of joining with the Reds who have been harassing 
the far west of Szechwan during the last few 


months. With the continued presence of strong 


Central Government forces in the Province there is 
-no cause for anxiety, but should the pressure from 
the neighbouring nation continue to be exercised, » 
the question arises how much longer national self- 
respect will allow China to pursue the policy of 
compliance. Should any serious clash occur, one 
unfortunate repercussion .might very well be the 
withdrawal of the Central Government troops to 


face the foreign foe, and that could have only 
disastrous results for Szechwan. Earnest prayer 
therefore is more than ever needed that wisdom 
may be given to the responsible leaders and that 


peaceral councils may prevail. 


~ Yours faithfully 1 in Christ’s service, 


JOHN HoLpen, 
Bishop. 


THE WEST SZECHWAN | 


SYNOD OF THE CHS.K.H. 


The letters ‘‘ C.M.S.,’”’ referring to the evan- 
gelical ‘‘ sending ”’ society of the Anglican com- 
munion, are well enough known. The five letters 


Os. S. K.H.’’, less universally known, are yet, if 
the recent four days’ gathering at Mienchu 


So 
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(January 12th to 15th) are any criterion, promising 

to become increasingly significant. The meetings . 
revealed definite growth in the daughter Church 
towards a healthy independence, and while there 
were not lacking some distressing traces of the old 
virus of effete parasitism, one came away with a 
sense of encouragement and hope. This was not 
the kind of Synod that requires to be pushed in 
order to move; it. had motive power within itself. 
It needed guidance and direction and at times even | 
more drastic treatment, but it had life and power. 

In addition to the ordained membership, repre- 
sentatives, both men and women, came from every 
station and most outstations, and were not without 
a real unity. There were some whose contribution 
was next to nil, and a few whose concern was for 
themselves alone, but never have I seen a Church 
conference in Szechwan so intelligently aware of 


the Christian alignment of the present day, and 


so vitally concerned for an advance all along the — 
line. There was more .general speaking from the 
floor than in previous years. Another feature was 
the increased prominence of women and their active 
membership. The number of young educated and 
qualified Chinese workers and ordinary Christians 
was also noticeably increased, and their contribu- 
tions manifested the very great value of the educa- 
tional work of an evangelically-minded missionary 
society. 

A right orientation to the conference of the 
Synod was effected through devoting Sunday, the 
first day, to inspirational meetings in the Mienchu 
Church, and by the setting apart of a half-hour each 
day before breakfast as a prayer meeting. The 
general theme for the Sunday retreat was ‘‘ The 
Ideal Church,”’ and the sub-titles (1) The Church 
Redeemed, (2) The Church Sanctified, (3) The 
Church Witnessing, (4) The Church Victorious. 
The leading of these successively by a young 
Chinese clergyman, an English deaconess, an 
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English bishop and a Chinese bishop witnessed ‘to ‘a 


consciousness that the C.H.S.K.H. was a single 


entity. Time was allowed throughout for prayer, 
both fixed and free, and faith, hope and love were 


raised to a higher level. At the gathering which — 


coincided with the regular Sunday service, a nicely 
trained and surpliced choir led the singing. This 
led a number of delegates to desire a similar en- 
hancing of divine service in their home churches. 
Following the fourth gathering of the retreat came 
a united Communion Service. 


As the last item of the Sabbath, came the first 


of a series of evening report meetings, when repre- 
sentatives from each geographic nucleus told of the 


outstanding news items of the past year of local. 


church history, their progress and problems. The 
length of these reports did not vary in exact pro- 
portion to their interest and worth. A few rural 
representatives, for instance, undisciplined in the 
exercise of the written précis, discoursed at length 
on the local repercussions of the crossing by the 
Reds of the Kialing River. Others were glad 
enough to be able to report the preservation of the 
status quo. All, however, mentioned some matter 
for thanksgiving and not a few were definitely 
encouraging. Perhaps the most inspiring of all 
reports came from educational centres, where, in 
spite of some apprehension of what government 


regimentation was likely to do, there were manifest 


signs of students and future leaders turning to 
Christ both for salvation and service. The Chengtu 
representatives, for instance, who have added to 
their higher education, experience, not only showed 
a statesmanlike grasp of the missionary situation, 
but also exhibited a sympathetic spirit of apprecia- 
tion of the work of some of the keener rural 
representatives and a masterly ability to make 


practical suggestions. 
The Monday meetings were intensely interest- 


ing, for they were devoted to free discussion. The— 
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ball was set rolling’ by one of the older pastors, who 
asked what was to be the attitude of the Church 
to the recent Government organisation of the people 
for purposes of forced. road-building and other 
public projects. Gospel Hall residents had had 
varying experiences in relation to the expensive 
alternative of personal toil. The burden of the 
advice given was that the Church should welcome 
every opportunity of service for the public weal. 
A practical difficulty was envisaged, however, in the 
event of a pastor, unqualified for manual labour, 
being taxed out of all proportion to his capacity 
owing to his residence in_ spacious missionary 
premises. Alleviation of individual difficulties in 
this respect was then indicated by a suggested 
reference to the financial committee of Synod. The 
importance thus given to the social implications of 
the Gospel became the occasion for one earnest 
Chinese pastor, who had misgivings that the 
primary essential of preaching the reconciling Word 
of the Gospel might be overshadowed, to plead that 
we should not involve ourselves in commitments 
which might ultimately prejudice the fundamental | 
work of soul-saving. Sympathy from the chair was 
expressed for this attitude, but assurance was given 
that the two ideas were not incompatible. 

The mention of. the financial aspect of the 
problem made it possible to proceed naturally to a_ 
discussion of ways and means to meet the growing 
necessity of financial independence. In some res- 
pects the health of the Chinese Christian Church 
calls for the surgeon’s knife. Thus it was, no 
doubt, that the Bishop strongly reiterated the hope- 
lessness of the Synod’s looking to the London head- 
_ quarters of the C.M.S. for its future resources. It 
must be self-subsisting and self-perpetuating, or die 
a natural death. 

Doubtless not a few of the past year’s financial 


_ difficulties have been due to the evils following - 


the wake of the Red invasion. . Even so, it was 
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revealed that one of the major difficulties in local 
church management, namely the lack of education 
in and organisation along the lines of systematic 
freewill offerings, was responsible for lack of 
progress in congregational self-support. This was 
therefore fully explained and strongly urged, as . 
was also the voluntarily accepted plan of tithing. | 


The next subject for free discussion could also 
be said to arise out of the foregoing, for while it 
envisaged an increase in the number of suitable 
ordained leaders of Christian worship, it did so 
without involving additional expense. This subject 
was defined as ‘‘ Clergy in Special Cases,’’ and was 
introduced by the Bishop. The kind of men to be 


ordained under such a scheme would already be —— 4 


holders of educational, medical or commercial 
positions, but their ordination, while it would 
confer all the normal privileges, such for instance 
as celebrating the Holy Communion, would neither 
necessitate their relinquishing their previous 
vocation and means of livelihood nor their being 
paid by the Church. The idea was clearly a new 
one to many who could not conceive of the 
Ministry as anything but a whole-time vocation and 
one that was not held in conjunction with secular 
interests and temptations. A profitable discussion 
ensued in which not the, least valuable of the things 
said was that the Church belongs not to the clergy 
but to the believing members and that it should 
make a principle of ‘‘ every believer a worker.”’ 


| The subject of ‘‘Young People and the Church’’ 
- next had a share in the time for free discussion. 
If one or two “‘ old stagers ’’ expressed a lack of 
sympathy with the rising generation, the voting 
for committee membership at a later stage of the 
conference confirmed the confidence that the Svnod. 
as a whole had in the very sensible and verv keen 
younger members amongst them. It was said that 
the Government had taken the Boy Scout move- 
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ment out of our hands, but that there still remained 
ample scope for the increase and development of 


Sunday Schools, Teacher-training Classes, Christian 
Endeavour and social and recreational activities. 
under the egis of the Church. More fundamental 


than all these was the need for conscientious deter- 


mination to make every Christian home truly 


- Christian, where children are disciplined instead | 


of- spoiled and are led step by step into God’s: 
Kingdom. The question was raised ‘‘ How many 
homes represented here have daily family prayers ?”’ 
This also led later to the confession of the disgrace 
the Church sustains because many of its homes are 
no cleaner than heathen homes, and strong exhorta- 


tion was made that clean homes and healthy bodies. 
-ghould be made a definite sphere of Christian 
witness. Finally from one of the keen Chinese 


pastors came an impassioned appeal for disciplined 


life and earnest evangelism—an appeal which was 
_ the more telling because testimony was borne to 


his own personal practice. 


Tuesday and Wednesday were well filled with 


the actual business of the Synod. Propositions 


framed during the day of free discussion were 
embodied in the agenda and successfully passed. 
The constitution was considered point by point and 
amended or elucidated where required. The divi- 
_ sion of the present Szechwan Diocese into two was 
approved. This means that the area East of the 


Kialing River, for which the C.I.M. are responsible, | 


will eventually have its own Diocesan Bishop. 
The Synod showed its independence when a 
proposal was brought forward that Chongpa should 
become the base of forward movement work in the 
North-west for which the C.I.M. will be responsible. 
In spite of the earnest support given to it by the 
Bishop and his assurance that the interests of the 
Christians of the Chongpa congregation as members 


of the Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui would be fully 


protected, approval was definitely withheld. 


| 


The names of two well:tiaiued and keen young. 
workers were submitted for ordination to. the 
diaconate and both were accepted. Apportionments 
towards the self-support of each parish for the 
_ coming year were accepted after the dissatisfaction 
of one or two, of the old-time ‘‘ hanger-on ”’’ type, 
had been unceremoniously made the opportunity for 
a stirring challenge to fight for the Church’s very 
existence. 


A response was made to the Vion. Senior 
_ Middle School request for a whole-time worker, by 
the location of the Rev. D. N. Sargent to that 
sphere. + was found necessary to close three out. 
of four of our lower primary schools owing to lack 
of funds. A modified form of James Yen’s experi- 
ment in mass education was advocated. Arrange- 
- ments were made to ené®urage and facilitate the 
regular reading of Christian literature by all pastors 
and others. Again there was the constantly 
recurring note of the pressing need for forward 
evangelism, as so much of. the area for which we © 
are responsible, though fairly well staffed by 
foreigners in times past, is now, as regards effec- 
tive direct evangelism, scarcely ‘‘occupied’’ at all. 
This was balanced by the redeeming feature of a 
number of promising young Chinese leaders on the | 
horizon. 


On the Thursday morning, ins finely qualified © 
spiritually-minded Chinese deacons were ordained 
to the Priesthood, at a most impressive service. 


The two following days were left for the C.M.S. 
missionaries’ retreat and conference. The actual 
business left for the latter has become so attenuated 
by reason of the recent normal growth of the Synod 
that one day would have sufficed for it. We hope - 
that the coming years may reveal a corresponding 
growth in self-support and self-propagation. 


J. W. DuppiIncTon. 
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STATION NOTES. 


Day 1. Langchung (Paoning). : 

Work in the city is difficult,. and the effects 
from the visit of the Communists are still being 
felt. A recently re-opened door of opportunity for 
evangelism has been gained through permission 
granted for weekly visits to the city gaol, and a 
new beginning has been made among the dispensary. 
patients—this work also having been re-started.. 
Work in the country ahi reason for thanksgiving 
hope. 


Tanishan. Last the orphanage 
children left Chungking, and returned to Nanchung.. 
In November, half of them returned to the farm 
at Tanishan, and half went to Langchung, where 
they are occupying the Girls’ School premises. The 
general health is good. Besides making their own 
clothes and shoes, the girls have done a good deal 
of fancy work, which has a ready sale, and con- 
tributes a little towards self-support. We shall 
value prayer for the newly-married girls in their 
homes. A weekly service has been started in the 
home of one who was married last year, as it is so 

far for them to come to service. The farm yielded 
- quite a fair harvest, of which the children are now 
having the benefit: the last two years the harvest 
was taken by the Communists. 


Day- 2. Ts’ien Fuh Ch’ang. 
Pastor Iang is still working here, and aS has 
been much encouragement in the work, Attend- 
ances at services are good, and there have recently 
been baptisms. 


| Day 3. Sintientsi. 

The Reds were here for eight months, aii 
during that time two Christians lost ‘their 
lives. At present, there is no resident mission- 
ary or Chinese pastor, but visits have. been | 
paid by Pastor Iang of Kwangyuan. Mr. Tai, the 
former schoolmaster, conducts Sunday services, at 
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which there are usually about twenty women and 
ten men. The work, as a whole, is at a low ebb 
spiritually, although there are bright spots, and 
some testify clearly to the way in which the Lord 
led them when they had to flee. For many people, 
the problem as to how they will get through the. 
next few months is a pressing one, as rice 1s almost 
at famine prices. | 


Day 4. Kwangyuan. 
After two and a half years’ evacuation during 
which time the compound was occupied by military, 
Pastor Tang returned here last July, Miss Mitchell © 
in September, and Miss Walton in November. 
Almost all private possessions were intact, although 
losses in furniture were great. The people are now | 
coming round again. In the district of the East 
River, four or five of the Christians were killed. 
‘Church work has been re-commenced, and this in- © 
cludes Sunday services, Sunday School, cottage 
meetings, Women’s Missionary Service League, and 
dispensary work. There has been encouragement 
on account of the number of new people coming 
along. Please pray for a quickening of the Spirit | 
among the Christians. 


Day 5. Pachung (Pachow). ss 


Misses Johanson and Wilson arrived on a visit 
just before Christmas, and were shortly afterwards 
joined by Pastor Liao, who has come from Liang- 
shan to take charge of the work. There isa group 
of keen Christians, and about eighty gather for 
Sunday worship. It is good to hear the stories that 
‘some of them tell of how the Lord guided and pro- 
tected them, when the Reds were in this district. 

For many people, the immediate future is very dark, 
as rice is-at an exorbitant price, the fields not 
having been cultivated. It is at present difficult to. 
visit the outstations owing to banditry in the. 
country, but the colporteur ‘has been able to carry 
‘on his work 1 in many of; the villages, and has sold 
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over 2,500 Gospels during the last month or two. 
Day 6. Nanpu. | 


For the past three years, Nanpu has been with- 
out a Pastor, but has had the help of Evangelist 


Liang for the past eighteen months. Pastor Ren 


and family, and Mr. and Mrs. Martin expect to 


be co-workers again during the present year. 
Church attendance is smaller than before the 
evacuation of 1933, but a slightly keener spirit 


seems present. The two outstations of Li-Tsi-Ia 


and Chong-Hsing-Ch’ang have stood the test well, 
and are very much alive. 


Fu-Tsun-!. Work here still gives much cause 
for encouragement. During a visit of Mr. Hannah’s 
last December, fifteen people were baptised, one of 
them having heard the Gospel on this market from 
Sir M. Beauchamp, forty years ago. Twenty-seven 
inquirers have recently been enrolled in this district. 
Country work gives every sign of real hfe, and there. 


are many people who are really interested. 


Day Chowkow. 


During 1935 only three baptisms can be re-— 


ported for Chowkow, but two were man and wife, 
making another Christian household, and the third 
was one of the very first men to hear the Gospel 
when the station was opened in 1932. The evacua- 
tion last Spring, and the death during the summer 
of the Biblewoman in hospital in Chungking, have- 
greatly hindered that steady persistent work which 
is most fruitful in winning results. Much work has: 
been done in the preaching hall on market days, and 
Mrs. Denham has had many useful contacts with 
people who have come to the dispensary. Big 
changes are about to take place in this station. Mr. 
and Mrs. Denham have been seconded for service 
to the B.C.M.S. and proceed to Kwangan in 
February. The Rev. K. G. Phillips has joined the 
staff and will help Mr. Lloyd to carry on the work 


of the station. Evengelist Ho is going to Sinchenpa. | 
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and Evangelist and Mrs. Liu from Tanishan are 
coming here. Special prayer is requested for the 
infant church in Chowkow, and especially that the 
spiritual life of the Christians may be lesenad. 

Yingshan. During last year the work of the 
_ station was under the care of the Rev. John Wang, 
but the Rev. H. Y. Chang has now come here from 
Suiting. Miss Allen and Miss Warren, upon their 
return, found that not only had new women been 
added to the church, but that there was a greater 
spirit of keenness. Miss Warren has spent six 
weeks in the country, where she held three Bible 
Schools at outstations, and also did evangelistic 
work in five other markets. Fourteen adults were 
baptised last year. Prayer is requested for Mr. 
Chang as he takes up his new work. 


Day 8. Nanchung (Shunking). 

"Paster John Wang has now arrived here from 
Yingshan to take the place of Pastor Ren, who is 
going to Nanpu. Regular evangelistic work has. 
been maintained in the city, and in the outstation 


of Tongwanch’ang, although, until recently, there 


has been little visible result. Prayer is requested 
for a colporteur, who will be able to visit the 


markets in this populous county. 


Day 13. ,@hihsien. 

The mission held in November by the Rev. G. 
T. Denham proved a time when several were helped. 
Among outsiders some fifteen professed conversion 
and many Christians pledged themselves to pray and 
work for individuals on ‘‘ One by One ”” lines. 


“The staff at Tachu has been increased: by the 
arrival of the Rev. C. Ellison. In January a Daily 
Vacation Bible School was held for children, the 
Rev. J. Carpenter, recently appointed by the Synod 
to organise children’s work, going over for this. 
More than twenty children gave in their names as _ 
having decided to believe. 


Le 
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After Christmas the Rev. Chins left 
Tahsien for Yingshan, Mr. Lui Sheng Kwang 
coming from Linshui, while the Rev. R. D. 
Guinness came from Wanhsien. The voluntary 
workers who do the Gospel Opium Refuge work 
have returned to the district from Kaihsien.. Mr. 
Chao Tze Fan is working in a new place, Shih Miao 


Ch’ang, where already over 20 families have put 


away their idols, while Mr. Ch’en Lan I has been 
running campaigns in the old outstation of Hwang 
Chin K’eo. In November Deaconess Lii held a very 
successful series of meetings in Hsia Pa K’eo and 
Hwang Chin K’eo. The Christians have nearly all 
returned to Wanyuan (1.e., Taiping) and are begin- 
ing to meet together in the wrecked church 


premises; they report having had very happy 


gatherings at Christmas time. 


Day 16. Liangshan. 


The Rev. C. A. Lino, after several years’ 
patient and steady work, has been transferred to 
his old station of Pachung. Archdeacon James Fu 
spent a month here, and the Rev.-T. P. Ma is 
expected very shortly. The Archdeacon held a very 
good series of special meetings for outsiders at 
Chinese New Year. The whole county is very 
badly over-run by brigands, which makes outstation 
work almost impossible and prayer is greatly needed | 
for the pacification of this district. 
Day 17. Kaihsien. 

Archdeacon Fu has ee for a series of 
special classes for voluntary workers who have been 
gathered in from all the country churches. There 


have been difficulties within the church at Wen- 


t’angtsing caused by a disciple of Diotrephes, for 


_whom prayer might be specially made. 


At Wanhsien there i is a good deal of encourage- 


“ment 1 in the women’s work. Miss Wilson has been : 


out in the country for a trip with Mrs. Lin. Mrs. 
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Hsie is still being much used, but is not at all 
. strong in health. A series of special meetings were 
held at Christmas time, to which many Christians. 
came from the country. There was real power In 
the meetings. 
Day 19. 

Systematic house to house viaitag has been 
done at Kweifu by Mrs. Sadler and the women, 
endeavouring to bring back people formerly in- 
terested but not saved. The Rev. David Hsii and 
Mrs. Hsii have been continuing their classes for 
_illiterates. Mr. was expecting to pay an 


extended visit in the first moon to the Yuinyang 2 


districts. Mr. and Mrs. Derbyshire are living in 
Yuinyang city and dividing their time between that 
place and Yuinanch’ang, Miss Scarlett having left 
for Chefoo and Miss Scorer for Chiihsien. 

Day 23. Mienyang. 

During the Chinese New Year holidays, the 
guest-halls were crowded with listeners to the 
Gospel message; and the church is full on Sundays. 
Mrs. Wei and other Chinese women workers have 
visited Weich’eng, Fengkutsing and Ch’intsishan, 
- and report having ‘had — times with the country 


folk. 


Mr. Sherwood has been located here. The 
health of the evangelist, Mr. esriecuancaien « still 
gives cause for anxiety. 

Day 26. Tehyang. 

The Rev. D. N. Sargent has been located to 
this station for six months, before he goes to the 
Middle School in Chengtu. The Tehyang church 
greatly needs revival. _ 

Bishop Song visited most of the C.M.S. stations 
in November last, cheering and teaching the little 
groups of Christians, many of whom are standing 
firm amid very great difficulties. He was much 
impressed by the urgency of the need for more 
workers and. funds. 


: 
Day 24. Anhsien. 
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PERSONAL NOTES. 


CG. H. Aldis has returned to the Diocese 


after a year at Chefoo, where he was teaching in 


the Schools for Missionaries’ Children and also re- 
-cuperating after his serious illness. He is now 


stationed in Paoning. 
Miss Culverwell and Miss Lloyd are expected 


home on furlough very shortly. 


Mrs. Hannah has been very far from well for 
some time, but the latest news tells of definite 
improvement in her health. 

Mrs. Robinson, of Liangshan, is s expecting to 
come home on furlough during the next few months. 
: The Rev. GC. T. and Mrs, Denham are going to 
reside in the B.C.M.S. area, having been loaned to 
that Society by the C.I.M. 


The Rev. Eustace B. Davis and Mr. Hubert 
Cordle, two recruits for the B.C.M.S. district, left 


England on December 20th last and have now gone 


up to the Diocese. | 
The following recruits are going up to Kast 
Szechwan from the C.I.M. Language School: Rev: 


_¢. A. Williamson, Messrs. R. Harper and L. C. 


‘Stead; and Miss P. Ede, 
In December last a son, David Cassels, was 
born to the Rev. and Mrs. H. A. Maxwell. 


Miss M. E, Hicks, of the C.M.S., and Mr. W. 
T. Jenkins, of the Church Army, were married at 
Mienchu on December 11th, 1935, and are Ow 
stationed at Hanchow. 


We have to record with much regret the Home 


Call in January last of two more workers of the 


early days in West China. 


Miss F. M. Williams went out to China 
under the C.I.M. as long ago as 1888, and was 
stationed first in Paoning where, through her faith- 


ful witness among the women and also in the boys’ 


school, many were led to Christ, among them being © 


¢ 


the present Bishop of Paoning, the Rt. Rev. Ku- 
hoh-lin. Miss Williams will be best remembered, 
however, by the wonderful work which she did for 
80 many years in Sintientsi, where she brought 
the message of the Gospel to large numbers of 
people living in the scattered farmhouses of the sur- 
rounding countryside. Her service, too, for tired 


missionaries who visited this little hill resort in the 
summer months, will long be remembered with 


gratitude by many. Prevented by ill-health from 


going out again to West China.after her return to 


England in 1916, Miss Williams was to the last 
an active worker, ‘through her prayer life, on behalf 


of the Chinese, whom she so loved and who loved 


her. 


M. A. Thompson was to be in 
West China for a short period; but in the early days 


of the C.M.S. Mission there her skill as a trained | 
- nurse was invaluable, especially to the young 


mothers. She, too, is remembered by many with 
thanksgiving for her a service. 


DAY OF PRAYER AND GIFTS. 


It is proposed to hold another Day of Prayer 
and Gifts (D.V.) on Thursday, June 4th, 1936. A 
service of Holy Communion, with special inter- 
cessions for the work in West China, will be held 
(by kind permission of the Rev. A. Taylor) at St. 


_ Bride’s Church, Fleet Street, at 11.45 a.m.; to be | 
followed at 3 p.m. by the Annual Meeting ‘of the 


D.A.W.C. in St. Bride’s Institute, close by. The 


Rev. Preb. H. W. Hinde, the President of the 


Association, has kindly promised to take the chair; 
and the speakers will be Miss G. E. Wells and the 


Rev. F. Houghton. Full details will be circulated | 


to subscribers in due course; and it is hoped that 
all friends for whom it is ‘possible will make an 
effort to attend. 
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PRAYER MEETINGS-~ 
IMPORTANT. 
As the room which is kindly lent to us by the 


Church Association at 
Strand, is not available for our use on April 7th, 


the date on which the 
would normally be held, 


14, Buckingham. Street, 


monthly Prayer Meeting 
friends are asked to note 


that the meeting will be held instead on Friday, 
April 3rd, at the usual hour, 3 to 4 p.m. This will 
be the last of these monthly gatherings until the 
autumn; but the needs of the work in West China 
will continue to be remembered at the. following 
parochial Prayer Meetings, at which any who can 
attend will be welcome :— 


St. Stephen’s, E. Putney .. 


Emmanuel, Wimbledon 
Haling Hall, Croydon 


St. Peter’s, Southborough... 


‘Thorsden, Guildford Road, 


Woking 
Christ Church, 
St. James’, Dover 
St. Mark’s, Preston . 
Dunston, Lincs. 


Christ Church, Richmond er 
(Surrey) 


Church, Sevenoaks... 


St. John’s, Ealing ... 


Union Hall, Dover ... 
Reigate Parish Church 
Christ Church, Barnet 
Ferndown, Dorset ... 
St. Cuthbert’s Preston 
St. Luke’s, Chadderton 


. lst Tuesday, afternoon. 


.. lst Friday, 5.80 & 8.15 p.m. 
... lst Friday, 8.15 p.m. 

St. Michael’s, Braintree ... 
Holy Trinity, Eastbourne... 


Ist Saturday, evening. 
Ist Saturday, 5.30 p.m. 
4th Tuesday, 11.45 a.m. 


Ist Saturday, 6 p. m. 


3rd Tuesday, 11. 30 a.m. 
4th Friday. 


... 4th Sunday, evening service. 
... Tuesdays, 7.30 
.. Wednesdays, 3 p.m. 


Fridays, 8 p.m. (excerct Ist 


Friday). 
Fridays (two meetings). 


... Fridays, 5.30 p.m. 
Christ Church, Black pool 


 Pettaugh, Stowmarket 


Fridays, 7. p.m. 


.. Friday, evening. 
... Saturdays, evening. 
.. 4th Saturday. — 


| 
1 
j 
i 
| 
—, 
| 
om 
; 
eee 
eee 
eee 
eee 


OMIA wo 


19 


PRAYER CYCLE. ~ 


‘LANGCHUNG (PAONING). TANISHAN. 


TS’IEN-FUH-CH’ ANG. 
SINTIENTSI. 
KWANGYUAN, KIENKO (CHIENCHOW). 
PACHUNG (PACHOW). 
NANPU, FU-TSUN-I, SINCHENPA. 
YINGSHAN, CHOWKOW. 
NANCHUNG (SHUNKING). 
KWANGAN. 

YOCH’IH. 

KUAN-IN-KOH. 

LINSHUI. 


CHUHSIEN, T’U-CH’I. 


TACHU. 

TAHSIEN (SUITING), SUANHAN (TUNGHSIANG) 
LIANGSHAN, T’IENKIANG. 

KATHSIEN, WEN-T’ANG-TSING, LIN-KIANG- 
WANHSIEN. SHIH 
FENGKIEH (KWEIFU), YUIN-AN-CH’ ANG. 
MOWCHOW. | 

P’ING-WU (LONGAN), SONGPAN. 

CHONGPA. | 

MIENYANG (MIENCHOW). 


-ANHSIEN. 
_MIENCHU. 


TEHY ANG. 
HANCHOW. 


SINTU. 
CHONGKIANG. 


CHENGTU. 
UNOCCUPIED PLACES. 
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SPECIAL SUBJECTS ROR THANKSGIVING 
AND INTERCESSION. 


LET US THANK GOD | 
For the evidence of progress shown in the two recent 
Synods, and for the keenness of the Church for forward 
For journeying mercies given to the Bishop during his 
recent long and arduous itineration, and especially for his 
preservation frcm bandits. 


For encouraging work in the Siianhan district by 


voluntary evangelists ; for signs of a keener spirit in Nanpu; 


and for marked progress in Fu-tsun-i, Wanhsien and 
Ts’ien-fuh-ch’ ang. 


For fresh opportunities for evangelism in the Lang- 
chung (Paoning) city gaol, and among dispensary patients. 


For blessing on the special meetings held in several 


stations. | 
For the life and work of “Miss F. M. Williams and 
Miss M. A. Thompson. 


LET US PRAY 


That the improvement in the political situation may 
continue; that wisdom may be given to the responsible 
leaders; and that peaceful counsels may prevail. oy 


That the Church in West China may go forward in its 


efforts towards self-support; for promising young Chinese - 


leaders in the Diocese; for those preparing for ordination ; 
and the two recently ordained to the priesthood. | 


_ For continued guidance in plans for the division of the 
ee: and for the one who shall be called to be the new 
ishop. 


For all recently baptised Christians in the Diocese, 
and all who have enrolled themselves as enquirers; and that 
the spiritual life of all the Christians may be deepened. 


For God’s blessing on the proposed Day of Praver and > 


Gifts for the Diocese; and on those who will speak at the 
Annual Meeting on June 4th. 
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PRAYER FOR THE DIOCESE OR 
WESTERN CHINA. 


Almighty God who hast purchased to Thyself a universal church 
through the precious blood of Thy dear Son, and hast promised 
that the Holy Spirit shall abide with that Church forever, we thank 
Thee for Thy people whom Thou hast redeemed in the Diocese 
of Western China. Especially we praise Thee for Thy servants 
Bishop Ku and Bishop Song, and for all the clergy, catechists, Bible 
women. teachers and others, who are facing with faith and courage 
the problems of these difficult days. May the things which have 
happened turn out to the furtherance of the Gospel. Grant that, 
while loving their country and seeking its highest welfare, Thy 
servants may joyfully recognise that their citizenship is in Heaven. 
Help them to be zealous as fishers of men. Make them faithful 
and loving as shepherds of the flock. Fill them with Thy Spirit. 


_ Make them mighty in the Scriptures. Strengthen them where they | 


are weakest. Look with mercy upon those who are in danger and 


distress through the horrors of brigandage, and the oppression of 


lawless soldiery. Restore any who through fear of man, the love 
ofthe world, or the*attacks of Satan, have wandered from Thee, 
or lost their first love; and so revive Thy work by Thy Spirit in the 
hearts of all that Thy Church may be to Thy praise and glory and 
that from Thy people the Word of Life may sound forth throughout 


the whole of Western China. 


We pray also for Bishop Holden and all the foreign missionary 
workers. Give them a fresh anointing of Thy Spirit, and prepare 
them in heart and mind for the new conditions which they are facing. 


- Graciously use those who are compelled to remain at home, and 


grant that their places may be filled by others whom Thou hast 


called and chosen to share the privilege of preaching in China the 


unsearchable riches of Christ. We ask all in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 
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THE DIOCESE OF WESTERN CHINA IN. THE PROVINCE OF SZECHWAN 
N.B. The Church Army also has representatives, working under the C.M.S. in the ‘Western Area. 
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